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and finally this evening secretary of state james baker went on vacation today to wyoming for some fishing 
some hiking and some hard thinking about a possible career change later this month he's expected to leave 
his diplomats job to try to impose order and direction on george bush's reelection campaign but should he 
the bush baker relationship goes back for decades they're hunting and fishing buddies they have worked 
hard to get where they are today more than anyone else baker helped to make george bush president so 
there are good reasons for baker to come to his friend's aid and there are also reasons why he should not 
reasons of principle as well as politics first the united states is the only superpower left in the world what 
does it look like if the secretary of state and the president in effect tell the rest of the world we're going to put 
you on hold until after the election and second does george bush really want baker's help if his campaign is 
in such trouble that he must have baker headed then baker will inevitably become nearly as important as the 
president himself in the press and in the public eye people may ask who is the political commander in chief in 
the white house bush or baker that's not the kind of question a president likes to hear but it may sound right 
to jim baker if he is thinking of a political future say in 1996 and that's our look at our world this day we'll be 
back tomorrow i'm garrett gutley good night for nbc news again this time they made it safely and will be taken 
on to germany back in this country a quiet sunday in august is not the time you usually find presidential 
candidates out on the trail but george bush was this day he knows he has to get tougher on bill clinton and 
today he was doing it in chicago john cochran was there the president's 
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john cochran was there the president's friends have told him that while photo ops portraying him as just folks 
are all well and good he needs to do a lot more to get a lot tougher with bill clinton bush promised he will 
after the republican convention this month when that convention in houston is over i am going to come out 
and go after that opponent he's been on my case for six months and we are going to define it and we are 
going to win the election bush gave a preview of his post-convention strategy today in his most direct attack 
yet on clinton labeling clinton's health care plan as too costly and too bureaucratic understand what's at 
stake here if the governor of arkansas is elected with a democratic congress within a year the government 
will run health care in this country and our health care system will combine the efficiency of the house post 
office with the compassion of the kgb and i'm not going to let that happen clinton's strategy is to let no attack 
go unanswered and within the hour he denied his administration would undermine private health care we've 
got millions of americans terrified of losing their health care others who don't have health care coverage 
others who can't change jobs and once again the administration is trying to raise fears instead of solve 
problems bush's aides were relieved that the president did not seem discouraged either by dripping skies or 
by the bashing he got from newspapers on both coasts two connecticut papers another in conservative 
orange county california all urging bush to step aside so his party can choose another nominee bush ignored 
calls to step down but he's no longer ignoring advice to get his campaign and himself revved up before the 


republican convention john cochran nbc news chicago campaigns and what few there are are being broken 
every week this year traditionally the rough stuff begins after labor day after both conventions but this year 
the rough stuff is starting early 
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starting early nbc's john cochran how the bush campaign today tried to have it both ways and failed john tom 
with the polls going against him the president decided to go on the attack the only question now is how far 
should he go bush began the day ready to take what he regarded as legitimate shots at bill clinton he had 
earlier ordered aids to avoid personal attacks on clinton i've made very clear that we want to stay out of the 
sleaze business and stay on the issue but late yesterday campaign official mary madeleine had issued a 
three-page tirade at quote sniveling hypocritical democrats and one democrat in particular accusing the 
clinton campaign of spending thousands of taxpayer dollars on private investigators to fend off bimbo 
eruptions pressed to defend that charge bush campaign aide torrey clark said it's the truth pal but by mid- 
morning bush had seen that attack on clinton and the white house said he didn't like the part about bimbos in 
short order madeleine issued an apology saying it would appear to some that i might have violated at least in 
spirit the president's dictate that we avoid references to governor clinton's personal life the president said he 
accepted his aides apology leaving some doubt about whether the apology was meant for bush or clinton if 
this entire episode sounds like a public relations fiasco it was and it took attention away from what bush was 
trying to do attack clinton himself and i heard a certain southern governor say the other day that this country 
was being ridiculed around the world and to tear down this country to stand there and try to make the 
american people think we're a second-rate power they simply don't understand the greatness of the united 
states of america bush is also trying in new ads to say he is the one most qualified to make changes in 
cutting spending strengthening the family and fighting crime these are the kind of changes that america 
needs 
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america needs and i'm convinced i can bring about that change the other message that bush sent today was 
when he disavowed that campaign aids attack on bill clinton's personal life the president seemed to be 
saying he didn't really mean it at the start of the campaign when he vowed to quote do what i have to do to 
get reelected tom thank you john now let's go to nbc's andrea mitchell who is covering the bill clinton defense 
which turns out to be a strong offense andrea tom unlike recent democratic nominees bill clinton is a counter 
puncher leaving no republican charge unanswered today it was to blast george bush for comparing clinton's 
health care proposals to the house post office to socialize medicine and to the police state tactics of the kgb 
the very idea of comparing them to the kgb or the house post office is amazing it's an act of desperation by 
an administration that for 12 years has ignored the health care needs of the american people clinton would 
require that businesses cover their uninsured workers or pay the government to provide that coverage he 
claims that billions could be saved through cost control still unspecified trying to stick to health care today 
clinton brushed off the bush campaign's latest personal attacks i am far more upset by the comments that 
the president made about health care now that's something that can affect the lives of the american people 
what they say about me doesn't amount to hillary beans but at his headquarters clinton's staff works around 
the clock tracking republican attacks and preparing quick responses and vice presidential nominee al gore 
keeps up a daily attack on the bush record do you want four more years of government for the privileged few 
james carville in charge of clinton's response team suggested that bush should be responsible for his 
campaign's tactics i hardly think this was done in a vacuum as to whether or not the president saw it before it 
went out i don't know but certainly a lot of people did clinton campaign officials believe that 
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clinton campaign officials believe that the personal attacks will continue as long as bush is behind in the polls 
the democrats promise to give as good as they get which means we're not in for a very uplifting campaign 
say the plan to be announced tomorrow calls for getting rid of more than half as the postal service struggles 


to pair top-heavy bureaucracy tom thank you robert hager in washington tonight all of this of course only 
adds fuel to the political fires with president bush trying to put them out bill clinton fanning the flames nbc's 
john cochran covering the president in colorado today andrea mitchell on the trail with clinton john tough job 
for the president it is tom as long as this country is mired in a recession it is virtually impossible for the 
president to turn pocketbook issues into a positive for him so today he tried to turn them into a negative for 
clinton too the economy has devastated bush's popularity here in colorado where a kcnc denver post poll 
shows bill clinton favored by a two to one margin and colorado hasn't voted for a democratic presidential 
nominee since 1964. bush said the problem is clinton is conning voters into thinking he is not liberal on 
economic issues my opponent copies you and me when he says that an expanding economy is the best 
policy of all but first he proposes the largest tax increase in american history and then he proposes at least a 
seven percent payroll tax to finance a new government-run health care scheme but bush himself presided 
over the second largest tax increase in history two years ago when he reneged on his campaign pledge by 
giving in to demands from democrats for higher taxes bush now says he will veto any economic package 
with new taxes even if that package includes things he wants like tax breaks for investments and first time 
home buyers new ira savings accounts and lower capital gains taxes in the next four months 
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next four months and for the next four years i will accelerate our fight for these tax incentives and lowering 
the taxes for budgetary discipline for making the tough calls on runaway spending and charge bush you 
know that in the end bill clinton will act like a democrat is all this talk of what they call a new covenant simply 
a cover-up for some very old and tired ideas the other side talks about changing the economy with new 
spending in taxes but when they talk about change that's all you're gonna have left in your pockets when 
these guys get through with you bush decided he could not wait until after the republican convention to 
accuse bill clinton of selling snake oil he decided he couldn't wait because as the president admitted today in 
effect bill clinton is a very effective salesman tom thank you john now let's go to nbc's andrea mitchell in iowa 
which was part of the clinton bus tour today andrea tom bill clinton countered the president's charges by 
saying that george bush has no credibility on the economy and was misrepresenting clinton's tax proposals 
at an aluminum recycling plant in davenport iowa clinton reacted quickly to bush's claim that he is proposing 
the biggest tax increase in american history i propose a very modest tax increase on the upper two percent 
of the american people much of which is offset by the tax relief that i want for the working poor and the 
middle class especially those with children so it's not true it's like a lot of what he says it is not true clinton's 
tax increase on the rich and on foreign corporations doing business in this country would bring in 150 billion 
dollars over four years he is also proposing a middle-class tax cut a tax credit for families with children but as 
his bus tour winds north along the mississippi river he does not mention how to pay for all his promises more 
jobs investment universal health care and when he got to iowa a farm state no cuts in farm subsidies the 
farmers took a 20 percent cut 
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the farmers took a 20 percent cut in the last budget a 20 cut unilateral by far the biggest cut of any program 
clinton's answer is government investment in companies like this one to produce more jobs and eventually 
shrink the deficit more incentives not less for new plant and equipment for new environmental technologies 
to train their workers to do new research but no more incentives to shut our jobs down and move them 
overseas along the way people are open to his message even when told that critics say clinton's programs 
don't all add up i do like the ideas and unless boys can come up with something better i might sway my way 
a vote this time we've seen uh four to 12 years now pretty much the same kind of politics and he's offering 
some refreshing ideas much like what we're trying to do here at this facility what clinton is discovering on this 
trip is that people are more concerned about getting health insurance than reducing the deficit monetary from 
john chancellor on this american political year which has been quite unlike any other john you're right tom if i 
were writing a history of this election year i'd have a chapter titled ross perot's giant miscalculation i think 
perot's campaign was doomed to fail by a misjudgment he made at the beginning he started this remember 
on february the 20th two days after bill clinton lost the new hampshire primary it looked then like another bad 


year for democrats clinton killed off by the press and the republicans cuomo going nowhere songs and kerry 
attractive but weak and george bush had been humiliated by pat buchanan's protest vote in new hampshire 
in march it was happy days parole against an unpopular president forget about the democrats he said he'd 
spend 100 million on his campaign and then in april a surprise clinton rose from the grave and became the 
front runner in may perrault's miscalculation became apparent he had planned on a duel with bush now 
clinton was in it too a three-way race for perot was a kind of political bermuda triangle his 100 million dollar 
gamble began to 
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his 100 million dollar gamble began to look risky even though his professional staff still believed he could win 
and by then of course it was time to start spending the 100 million perot hesitated in june in july he bugged 
out he had spent only 10 million he said money played no role in his decision not to run well maybe on the 
other hand would a smart businessman like ross perot spend 100 million dollars if he thought he'd lose that 
looks like the real reason for his quitting big page in u.s marine corps history the 50th anniversary of 
guadalajara canal was a critical american victory in the pacific in world war ii of course the political image 
makers are hard at this year they worry that hillary clinton was coming off as too bright too outspoken to 
upfront so they asked her to warm it up a bit here's nbc's andrea mitchell she's a yale educated corporate 
lawyer and nationally known public policy expert but these days she's playing a very different role we have a 
little special something for whoever wins this bingo game are you ready tipper i'm ready b 13 b 13. [Music] 
her work as chairman of the children's defense fund has led republicans to portray her as a radical on 
children's legal rights to counter that impression the campaign is now casting her as a traditional political wife 
she has a new softer hairdo a new best friend tipper gore the campaign thinks she makes hillary seem less 
threatening to conservative audiences when the wives are introduced these days it's to take a bow and step 
back not to give a victory speech on prime time television as hillary did on super tuesday the new hillary says 
there is no new hillary you know my role in this campaign is pretty much what it's always been in bill's 
campaigns i try to speak on his behalf i try to represent him 


00:16:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch ?v=thQ1x0g30xU&t=960s 





try to represent him but since the primaries there's no more talk of a cabinet post for her in a clinton white 
house or that if you vote for bill you get her free the crowds seem to like the new hillary that sign says hillary 
is a babe and young man i want to see you after this rally to others the old image persists this woman in iowa 
called hillary a liberal career woman not a homemaker like tipper those appearances are not the whole 
picture of who we are because both of us are home oriented some people like the original hillary and cry 
double standard career women are acceptable as candidates but not as wives maybe when people first got 
to know me they heard only that i was a lawyer so they drew certain conclusions politicians in both parties 
like to say that this is the year of the woman but that doesn't necessarily apply to the politician's wife andrea 
mitchell nbc news with the clinton campaign in lacrosse wisconsin turn now to the campaign and an 
experiment which has worked very well for bill clinton and al gore the bus tour the candidates were back on 
the road this week it looks simple but henry champ shows us why it isn't the clinton gore bus tour is political 
sophistication masquerading as simplicity the roadshow begins with al gore whipping up the crowd do you 
want four more years of trickle-down economics well what about four more years of a phony environmental 
presidency hillary clinton and tipper gore form the cheering section hillary clinton and tipper gore and bill 
clinton delivers the message we want to educate people we want to solve the health care crisis it's a slick 
package just like this perfectly framed shot of the candidates speaking to wisconsin farmers with the silos in 
the background it's the work of movie director mort engelberg his advanced team choreographs every step of 
each visit to make a shoot so that the cut creases yeah i think there's not going to be enough time the 
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there's not going to be enough time the campaign can hustle up a stage and have the music blaring in three 
minutes the symbolism and the imagery of the roadside bus stop compared to jet planes limousines and big 
city media markets is working and the bus couldn't be happier i think it is so much more effective in those 
highly controlled things where you raise a crowd and you stand off from them and you never get to really look 
at people in the eye the key is access all four campaigners plunge into the crowd a handshake a quick word 
time for them to go in there are diversions that can't be controlled a pro-life demonstrator falls in a 
minneapolis crowd a bus driver complains on television he's working too hard and it rains but the tours have 
succeeded beyond expectations today the campaign announced the next one will travel through michigan 
ohio and western new york state the roadshow is here to stay henry champ nbc news with just a week now 
until the republican convention the bush campaign is trying to sharpen its attack on bill clinton's economics 
nbc's andrea mitchell in washington and andrea today the fight got a lot tougher on the economy in taxes it 
did tom the white house launched total war today on bill clinton's economic plan at the same time george 
bush was under fire from his own rear in guard clinton tried to shield himself from the incoming fire they're 
going to tell you every reason in the wild world you ought to be afraid of al gore and bill clinton and they did 
bush surrogates slammed clinton's economic proposals on four fronts on capitol hill at the white house at 
republican convention headquarters in houston and in the daily fax attack from gop headquarters numbers 
were flying everywhere today's facts claimed clinton's plan would slow down the economy costing 2.6 million 
jobs over four years republicans in congress came up with a different number 1.8 million jobs supposedly lost 
in the first year alone 
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first year alone in houston a leading republican tried to label clinton a tax and spender add it up bill clinton's 
economic program calls for a larger increase in spending and a larger increase in taxes than michael dukakis 
and walter mondale's program combined democrats at the capitol brought out their own charts disputing the 
republican figures jobs would be created not lost democrats also seized on bush's latest problem in his own 
party prominent conservatives pushing him to adopt their supply-side agenda while bush was in 
kennebunkport housing secretary jack kemp minority whip newt gingrich campaign co-chairman vin weber 
senator connie mack and others leaked a memo telling him that to save his candidacy he needed to adopt a 
radical plan of across-the-board tax cuts and possible social security cuts clinton jumped at the chance to 
ask bush whether he agreed with them if you've got a cabinet secretary and a campaign co-chairman who 
want to add 80 billion dollars a year to the deficit or cut social security where do you stand on it bush stands 
embarrassed because the last thing he needs the week before the republican convention is a rebellion in his 
own party especially if it includes talk of cutting social security tom thank you john and president bush today 
had an angry reaction to questions about a new york post report on his personal life the newspaper quoted a 
new book claiming an american ambassador who is now dead arranged adjoining bedrooms for bush and a 
female a during a visit to switzerland in 1984. the ambassador was quoted as saying that the two were 
romantically involved which has long been an unsubstantiated rumor today a cnn reporter asked the 
president about that story i'm not going to take any sleazy questions like that from cnn i am very 
disappointed that you would ask such a question of me and i will not respond to it i haven't responded in the 
past and i think it's uh i'm 
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and i think it's uh i'm outraged but nevertheless in this kind of screwy climate we're in well i expect it but i 
don't like it and i'm not going to respond other than to say it's a lie back at the white house this afternoon 
talking with nbc stone phillips the question came up again i'm not going to take any sleaze questions i i gave 
you a little warning you see you're perpetuating the sleeves by even asking the questions say nothing of 
asking in the oval office and i don't think you ought to do that and i'm not going to answer the question for his 
part bill clinton who struggled with similar allegations earlier in the campaign clinton today didn't want any 
part of this story i don't approve of it i didn't like it when they when it was done to me and i don't like it when 
it's done to him and i i felt for him and i don't you know i don't i like him on a personal level i like his wife i just 
don't think it ought to be a part of this campaign i didn't like it a bit in his interview with stone phillips the 


president also defended vice president quayle described his own health as very sound and defined family 
values as he sees them that full interview tonight on dateline nbc at 10 9 central time president sean 
chancellor has gone to houston's side of the republican national convention tonight for his commentary the 
american two-party system each party has a character all its own the democrats are the traditional 
champions of labor the poor minority groups and now gay rights so the democrats this year held their 
convention in new york city the republicans are traditionally against the heavy hand of government but in 
favor of the invisible hand of the marketplace so the republicans next week will hold their convention here in 
houston texas if ronald reagan had been a city planner houston would have been his magnum opus it has 
the fourth largest population in the united states but houston is the only major city in the country without a 
zoning code instead it has a rich mixture of shanties and skyscrapers as houston grows outwards whole 
neighborhoods are ignored and left 
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neighborhoods are ignored and left behind like last year's christmas toys it has some splendid squares and 
parks but in many cases they're the products of campaigns by rich people who donate their own money and 
property houston is a town where money talks government is suspect and taxes are bad to avoid taxes the 
president of the united states maintains his personal residence here a rented suite in a bankrupt hotel he 
stays in it occasionally new york is not representative of middle of the road democrats and houston is not 
representative of all republicans but where the parties choose to meet tells us much about them and that's 
especially true in houston this year that's commentary for this evening i'll be back from houston tomorrow see 
them that full interview tonight on dateline nbc at 10 9 central time the president also talks about his anti- 
abortion views tonight and today in houston the republican platform committee was holding the line against 
republican activists who want choice nbc's lisa myers is covering that platform in houston lisa tom the 
outcome is not in doubt what is in doubt is whether whether the president can avoid a divisive floor fight on 
the opening day of his convention anti-abortion forces controlled the platform committee and are expected to 
easily beat back attempts to weaken the anti-abortion plank the republican party must offer the wonderful 
choice of life not the despicable choice of death i would be outraged if any governmental agency attempted 
to dictate to any woman in my family this is not the republican way the platform almost identical to that four 
years ago states that the unborn child has a fundamental individual right to life which cannot be infringed and 
supports a constitutional amendment to outlaw abortion it's what the president wanted although he supported 
abortion rights many years ago bush now says his opposition is 
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bush now says his opposition is unwavering no matter the political price they tell me in this year that it's 
enormous i am going to do what i think is right and as bush was reminded today he can't afford to offend his 
anti-abortion constituency the pro-lifers are now the backbone that is holding up george bush many pollsters 
believe this issue isn't a big problem for bush number one people are focused on the economy number two 
since the supreme court decision there has been a lessening of fear about a change in abortion policy in this 
country but bush's advisers concede his position on abortion does hurt in big states like illinois and california 
seventy-year-old patricia cox of newport beach has voted republican all her life but says it's impossible for 
her to vote for bush this time he is very definitely anti-choice and i am pro-choice republicans who support 
abortion rights face an uphill battle in forcing a debate on the convention floor some say a floor debate might 
be good for the party abortion is another issue where uh i think the party is going to have to lighten up late 
today a senior bush official left open the possibility of putting language elsewhere in the platform to 
acknowledge the diversity of opinion within the party but that would be merely a symbolic gesture tom thank 
you lisa the battle over family values and journalistic values dominated the campaign today one day after 
president bush angrily denied a tabloid report that he'd had an affair first lady barbara bush addressed the 
issue in an interview with nbc's jim mclachevsky it's an outrageous lie and the day we start letting lies run a 
campaign instead of talking about the issues is the day we're in sad shape and i think the press ought to pull 


themselves up and look at what they're doing and behave themselves they're they're taking a campaign and 
putting it on a level that it should not be the republican convention opens monday in houston and today party 
chairman rich bond fired up the gop 
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bond fired up the gop troops with an attack on bill clinton and his wife hillary mrs clinton a lawyer has 
advocated the legal rights of children bond today claimed that she quote likened marriage and the family to 
slavery bill clinton called bond's attack pitiful also in houston tonight john chancellor with his commentary 
wonders never cease in politics this week the 1992 platform of the republican party actually accused the 
incumbent republican president george bush of a mistake nobody can remember anything like that happened 
before ever a party platform criticizing its own sitting president but there it was language was said mr bush's 
agreement in 1990 to a tax increase was a mistake the president's men have taken that word out but this 
little flap shows us how goofy things can get in the republican party the fact is the president's getting a bad 
rap on that tax increase it was part of a deal with the congress to reduce the deficit which is necessary it 
amounted to only 20 billion dollars in new tax rates which is a drop in the bucket these days and it was a 
compromise which is what politics is all about but it was red meat to hot gospel supply ciders who act as 
though george bush is a secret liberal hiding in the closet mr bush did make a mistake in 1988 when he said 
read my lips no new taxes presidents must never say never but his acceptance of a compromise on new 
taxes two years later was done for the good of the country and he deserves praise for that instead the tax 
increase has become a totem of in the tribal wars of the republican party a bloody banner ways by the 
conservatives they lost this battle this week but we'll be hearing more about them next week and i'll be back 
with more on the republicans tomorrow see you then john republican senator mark hatfield of oregon got a 
red mark beside his name today but nothing more the senate ethics committee good evening this time jim 
baker really has his work cut out for him on the day it was announced that he would leave the 


00:30:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch ?v=thQ1x0g30xU&t=1800s 





it was announced that he would leave the state department to return to the white house as chief of staff 
senior counselor and boss of the president's reelection campaign the latest nbc news wall street journal poll 
shows baker's friend george bush with a lot of ground to make up the poll this week shows bill clinton with a 
lead of almost 20 points but the republican convention in houston should narrow that gap nbc's john cochran 
is at the white house tonight john tom when a cabinet officer resigns the president usually issues a statement 
expressing deep regret but george bush accepted jim baker's departure from the state department with no 
regrets at all just and this is a quote deep appreciation bush needs his friend at the white house and ina 
hurry but the urgency is embarrassing and bush refusing to answer questions read from a statement which 
barely mentioned the difficult campaign ahead he will help me build on what we've started by developing an 
integrated second term program of domestic economic and foreign policies and i also want his council in 
assistance as i seek a mandate for the american people to put this program into action it was a strange 
uneasy changing of the guard neither baker nor the man he replaces sam skinner was present for the 
announcement last december when bush replaced chief of staff john sununu with skinner both were present 
at the time although bush's popularity was dropping the nbc news wall street journal poll still showed most 
voters 52 percent approved of his performance our new poll shows only 34 percent approved his lowest 
rating ever that is by no means all or even mostly sam skinner's fault but he is still being shunted to an 
advisory job with the party today as baker said goodbye to state department staffers he was already 
sounding less like a master diplomat and more like a campaign strategist i think that there is a conservative 
agenda for helping people and for responding to their needs baker will work to define bush as conservative 
and clinton as liberal baker will also try to convince voters 
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baker will also try to convince voters that bush is ready to turn from foreign to domestic policy america must 
have appropriate new approaches for the changes at home just as we have launched new policies to 
manage the changes abroad if baker can really sell bush as a candidate for change they can cut into 
clinton's support our new poll shows only half of clinton supporters are solidly behind him but only half of 
bush's supporters are solidly behind him baker will bring some of his brightest aids with him to the white 
house and sources say they will help package new economic proposals which bush may unveil at the 
republican convention next week tom thank you john our poll also shows the president's best issue against 
clinton is foreign policy that's where the president gets his highest approval marks and so as nbc's andrea 
mitchell reports tonight clinton now is trying to beef up his foreign policy resume andrea tom bill clinton is 
trying to make up for his perceived weakness on foreign policy by attacking what most people believe is 
george bush's strength delivering what the campaign called a major foreign policy address clinton tried to 
discount george bush's long resume on world affairs when it was clear to all that yugoslavia was inexorably 
breaking apart mr bush and his secretary of state gave short shrift to the yearnings of those seeking freedom 
on yugoslavia clinton earlier this month got out front quickly calling for air strikes to protect relief supplies and 
to open detention camps history has shown us that you can't allow the mass extermination of people and just 
sit by and watch it happen under pressure from margaret thatcher and senate republicans george bush 
eventually agreed central to republican strategy is selling bush as the man who knows what to do when the 
hotline rings in the middle of the night and the american people need to know that the man who answers that 
phone has the experience the seasoning the guts 
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the seasoning the guts to do the right thing attempting to beef up his foreign policy record clinton has claimed 
to have worked on capitol hill i was there and it was great preparation for me i worked in the united states 
senate on the farm relations committee then in fact he was a college intern not a policy person and when 
questioned about his ability to serve as commander in chief i have been commander in chief of my national 
guard as a governor for the last 11 years i have had to make several life and death decisions boning up for 
today's speech clinton consulted defense leaders from congress les asman and sam nunn running mate al 
gore knowledgeable on defense issues has become the campaign's point man on foreign affairs clinton also 
has sought meetings with visiting foreign leaders to burnish his credentials and when asked about his lack of 
experience the issue in foreign policy is how much do you understand about the world what are your values 
what is your judgment do you have the personal strength to make the right decisions to support his claim that 
former governors can become good foreign policy presidents clinton used an unlikely role model for a 
democratic candidate ronald reagan tom thank you andrea and of course the listless american economy 
does remain the big issue in this campaign and in that area clinton now has a commanding lead for now 
nbc's chief financial correspondent mike jensen tonight on the president's problems with the economy and 
today's economic news which does not help michael tom the economy is really not cooperating with george 
bush and that's starting to show up very specifically in the poll results according to the nbc news wall street 
journal poll 41 percent of those surveyed said bill clinton would do the best job dealing with the economy 19 
percent preferred george bush i've been a staunch republican for years but i'm leaning towards clinton this 
time i think we definitely need a change in this country that's a big turnaround from four months ago when 29 
said bush would do better versus 25 percent for clinton what's hurting bush most is a stumbling 
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what's hurting bush most is a stumbling economy new retail sales figures for last month were a bit better but 
at the same time the government revised its june figures from a gain to a loss people are skittish i'm looking 
at my closet more carefully to see if i can assess what i really need these days people's paychecks edged 
down again in july for the second month in a row well i have to cut my spending habits by at least 25 percent 
of what i spent the previous year due to the economy when people don't buy companies don't hire four 
hundred and three thousand people filed new unemployment claims in the latest week that's way down but a 
gm company-wide shutdown skewed the numbers which had been way up the previous week one bright spot 
is stable prices hardly any inflation food prices actually dropped last month food prices are down yeah some 


things are down compared to when though you know when they were at the highest but stable prices are one 
more indication that there's very little demand people aren't buying with the economy in the doldrums it's still 
growing but just barely and there's nothing to suggest that it's going to come bouncing back tom thank you 
michael when nightly news continues in a moment robert brazell tonight on that mysterious ailment affecting 
veterans of operations tonight sitting in for tom is stone phillips good evening bill clinton used the democratic 
convention to jump start his presidential campaign and now george bush looks to his convention beginning 
monday to get him back in the race as part of that effort his wife barbara today was sending conciliatory 
signals on abortion rights nbc's john cochran in houston those signals run counter to republican hard-liners 
on this issue john true enough stone the bush campaign is trying to undo some of the political damage done 
here this week by the platform committee and barbara bush is doing some of the repair work 
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bush campaign officials thoroughly enjoyed reading their morning papers which reported first lady on 
abortion not a platform issue first lady prefers no abortion stand mrs bush had said to news magazine 
reporters i'm saying abortion should not be in the platform either pro or con senior republican officials tell nbc 
news the first lady's remarks were aimed at winning back alienated republicans favoring abortion rights god 
bless barbara bush and i wish he had spoken up earlier i hope she spoke speaks up a lot more in the next 
few days abortion rights advocates felt shut out after anti-abortion delegates pushed through an 
uncompromising commitment to reaffirm our support for a human life amendment to the constitution we 
oppose using public revenues for abortion the platform makes no exceptions for cases such as rape or incest 
bush himself sounded a hard line on abortion when he spoke to catholics last week in new york no matter the 
political price they tell me in this year that it's enormous i am going to do what i think is right but this week 
bush sounded a softer note when he told stone phillips on dateline nbc that if a granddaughter became 
pregnant the decision on abortion would be hers [Music] and mrs bush told jim mclachevsky that her 
husband is not an unfeeling hardliner george bush is pro-life and but he's pro-family more than that so that's 
what you have to know about george bush bill clinton said republicans are trying to have it both ways on 
abortion it appears that everybody involved in the republican ticket is moving to the democratic position on 
that issue clinton's wife hillary came under attack this week from republican chairman rich bond who 
criticized her views on family values the president himself said hillary clinton is fair game for criticism but mrs 
bush said she did not like the attack on mrs clinton so mrs bush has been busy this week 
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so mrs bush has been busy this week trying to clean up after the men in her party including her husband that 
that does not mean that mrs bush has lost her own ability to wield a scalpel asked about stories on bill 
Clinton's private life she said quote he never denied he had a fling diddled in perspective back to this country 
and the political campaign george bush of course knows the challenge facing him these days with a 
convention starting on monday to get reelected he is going to have to stage one of the most impressive 
comebacks in american political history and today he and his supporters started dropping hints how he 
intends to do that in a magazine interview the president indicated he may present a new proposal to get the 
economy moving and some of his aides are even talking about tax cuts john cochran you're at the side of the 
republican convention in houston what is going to happen there well the first thing is going to happen here is 
the ban which has been rehearsing for the convention is filing out of the auditorium now playing deep in the 
heart of texas but garrick you know this was supposed to be just a coronation but now this convention is 
starting to look very interesting whether you're interested in substantive issues or just old-fashioned politics 
the president is working on what may be the most important speech of his life his acceptance speech he 
delivered his best political address at the gop convention four years ago and he hopes to do well enough 
next week to cut in half bill clinton's 18-point lead in the latest nbc news wall street journal poll this time 
peggy noonan his top speech writer four years ago is working for a newspaper not george bush but he is 
getting experienced help from ray price a talented speechwriter in richard nixon's white house and bob zelick 
one of the brainy aides jim baker is bringing to the white house from the state department the big question 


will bush unveil a new economic package yes says jack kemp one of the party's conservative rebels who 
openly urged bush to cut taxes i believe the president is going to outline an agenda for america that will 
include lower tax rates on the american people the american family 
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the american family kemp bases his optimism on hints from bush and from incoming white house chief of 
staff jim baker we should build on the fundamentals of lower tax rates but top republican sources say there is 
a strong debate among bush's aides over whether he should propose tax cuts in the face of a 330 billion 
dollar budget deficit another debate may come here at houston on abortion advocates of abortion rights are 
trying to win enough support to force a floor fight on monday to overturn the anti-abortion platform those in 
favor of abortion rights need a majority of delegates in at least six states to force a floor debate um we picked 
up another state that we thought we'd lost so we're we are on the verge of our six states is the last thing 
george bush wants he wants a convention that is ready to fight but against democrats not each other bush's 
opponent in the primaries pat buchanan arrived today ready to get on the bush team and ronald reagan will 
also speak up for bush but a former reagan aide has now recalled that in 1980 reagan reluctantly picked 
bush only because he liked the other possibility of running mate even less one of them was george bush and 
the other one was howard baker reagan didn't like either one of them uh he thought that bush was a win but 
republicans who have long been worried about george bush's forcefulness may have been encouraged by 
his actions this past week bush has long had a reputation for not liking face-to-face confrontations but 
according to top-level republican sources this week it was george bush who told chief of staff sam skinner he 
was out and jim baker was in garrick john cochran in houston thank you well george bush is in a tougher fight 
than he expected partly because of the state of the economy and partly because the democrats have been 
running a tougher campaign than they usually do a key state in the election in november will be california 
that's where bill clinton was today here's two presidents george bush and carlos salinas of mexico from 
whom we heard 
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salinas of mexico from whom we heard earlier this evening what are the differences between them well 
here's one this coming week mr bush will be renominated by his party and formally start his re-election 
campaign president salinas however does not face that by law he is limited to one term as president six 
years and then he's out there are of course other differences between our two systems mexico doesn't have 
divided government the president there isn't feuding with congress in fact one party in mexico controls just 
about everything but the fact that a president is limited to one term to make his mark can actually expand his 
freedom to act to make the tough decisions that may not be popular president salinas has used that freedom 
to make some important reforms including the free trade agreement with all of north america now george 
bush supports the agreement too but he has to be more careful in pushing it because of his re-election 
concerns so is a one-term six-year presidency better than what we have it depends on whose hands the 
power is placed of course but right now south of our border there's a good example of how a reform 
president who knows how to lead can lead can give his country a sense of direction and one big reason is 
that he doesn't have to worry about getting reelected and that's our look at our world this day we'll be back 
tomorrow night i'm garrett gutley good night for all of us at nbc news in houston sodom hussein is only one of 
the subjects being discussed by republicans gathered there there are other issues and the most heated one 
is abortion jim cummins is there good evening jim good evening gary gop leaders say that they are ready to 
show the world that this is a party united behind its president and its platform but many voters are skeptical 
about that they have reason to be the abortion issue won't go away outside the convention hall or inside the 
party where again today republican women who favor abortion rights attack the gop platform which supports 
a ban on 
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platform which supports a ban on abortions the ultimate is we're going to lose the election unless we change 
that platform in a closed circuit message california governor pete wilson who also supports abortion rights 
pleaded with delegates to avoid a floor fight over abortion at this point it seems to me that we're best advised 
to direct our energies into efforts that will re-elect george bush delegates are sharply divided she's for 
abortion i'm not for abortion no one's going to win no one's going to change their mind and there's the issue 
of bush himself in 1988 he ran on the status quo party leaders admit that wouldn't be such a good idea this 
time let's face it we've got real problems in america and people aren't they don't dislike george bush they're 
just uneasy with george bush to help dispel that the campaign announced today that first lady barbara bush 
will spend a lot of time this fall on the campaign trail especially in california and leaders of the party's 
conservative wing continue to urge the president to make some kind of dramatic announcement to spur the 
economy perhaps a tax cut he has to lay out clearly a vision for where he's going to take the country in the 
next four years this afternoon the president placed a phone call to the convention hall and spoke to some of 
the delegates we've got a good program the people do not know it and when we get through with this 
convention you've worked so hard on they will a prominent democrat was in town today too the reverend 
jesse jackson told a church congregation that the president and the republicans are trying to do in four days 
what they couldn't do in four years eric thanks jim starting tomorrow in houston with our intrepid floor 
reporters lisa myers john cochran and andrew mitchell good evening all john let's start with you you cover uh 
president bush if he goes ahead and orders strikes in the near future against saddam hussein as the foreign 
policy president is he dealing from strength or from weakness eric the president has looked weak on iraq this 
summer and both bill clinton and al gore have criticized him for not being tough enough with saddam hussein 
the upside for the president is that he should be insulated from democratic attack if indeed he does order air 
strikes so what could be the downside 
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strikes so what could be the downside for the president if he does order military action several things one the 
timing if it happens this week a lot of people are just going to think it looks funny voters are a pretty skeptical 
bunch this year two no one knows what voter reaction would be if there are us casualties and three the 
president has pretty well prepared public opinion if he orders airstrikes in support of these u.n inspection 
teams trying to get into these ministry buildings that he might get by with that but as fred francis reported 
tonight the president may also order airstrikes later on in support of the shiite rebels in southern iraq we 
haven't been hearing about the shiite rebels later lately they've been off the radar screen and the public is 
not prepared to support that yet all right let's turn to some other domestic issues uh lisa abortion a heated 
issue is it going to come to a floor fight and if it is a big debate there in a way could that help george bush 
well what's happening right now garrick is that both sides are continue to work furiously around the scenes 
right now abortion rights supporters do not have the six states they need to force a debate on the convention 
floor but the situation remains fluid right now bush campaign officials are fanned out all over town making the 
case that a floor fight is not in the president's interest what they want is to present a unified picture to this 
country they do not want to floor fight on the opening day of the convention what abortion rights supporters 
are most upset about about garrick is that the platform committee would not even include language in the 
platform acknowledging the diversity abuse within the party in fact anti-abortion advocates were so adamant 
about it that phyllis schlafly at one point threatened that if the bush campaign tried to go forward with such 
language she would retaliate by introducing a resolution demanding that george bush fire budget director 
dick dartmouth well lisa well let me file interrupt here and go to andrea mitchell because barbara bush is 
going to address the convention barbara bush said that she thinks abortion has no place in the party platform 
so is she going to say that to the delegates i don't think so she will address the convention but she's also 
going to go 
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convention but she's also going to go out and campaign as soon as the convention is over in california in fact 
by the time this is all over you're going to see more of george and barbara bush than george bush and dan 
quayle you're going to probably think that barbara bush is the running mate not only the wife there's a good 


reason for that barbara bush is more popular than her husband and she's infinitely more popular than dan 
quayle now she's already as you pointed out made a very obvious tactical move to try to reassure the 
moderates uh by splitting with her husband and the conservative writers of the abortion blank in the platform 
but i don't think that she would do anything quite as blatant as make that announcement from the podium 
here at the convention all right andrea lisa john will be looking forward to your coverage just starting 
tomorrow at the republican convention and a reminder about that convention coverage the nbc news team 
will be working again with the mcneil lehrer report on pbs beginning tomorrow at 8 pm eastern time then at 
10 pm eastern time the coverage will be seen live here on nbc and we'll be right back as we've just been 
discussing the republican convention will be the big story this coming week and tomorrow night ronald 
reagan will speak there and to the nation strange isn't it how those reagan years seemed part of a more 
distant history than just four years ago so much has changed in the economy the go-go 80s followed by the 
go slow 90s the reagan-era optimism replaced by the concerns of an uncertain future do americans hold a 
past president responsible for today's problems according to the polls they do tom pettitt looks now at the 
reagan years ronald reagan left office in 1989 with greater popularity than any president since eisenhower 
his glory years now are fading polls show that about half of america holds a negative opinion of him even 
visitors to the reagan library in california now have mixed feelings for some people he restored faith in the 
country uh i didn't see it that way it's like living off of a credit card for eight years i think he'll be probably one 
of the best presidents we've ever had 
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best presidents we've ever had since i've been alive as ex-president he has not played a major role in the 
republican party he has made a lot of money giving speeches one million dollars in japan alone so what is 
the legacy of the reagan presidency what we'll remember most is that ronald reagan turned mid-course on 
his anti-communism sufficiently to negotiate with mikhail gorbachev what amounted to the end of the cold 
war this was historic stuff the anti-communist crusader making friends with mikhail gorbachev the final 
communist leader in the old ussr reagan devotees claimed the secret of ending the arms race was to 
escalate the american arms buildup but then there was a downside the economy his belief sincere belief that 
he could cut taxes increase defense and still reduce the budget deficit was wrongheaded and we do pay for 
that day in and day out reagan left the economy to george bush to fix or try to he also left an enduring scar 
on the u.s presidency it was the iran-contra affair the iran country affair i think is a blocked and uh it will uh 
be so in the history books for delegates to this year's convention reagan's brief appearance will be pure 
nostalgia for the old-time rhetoric an american president told the generation of the great depression that it 
had a rendezvous with destiny i believe this generation of americans today also has a rendezvous with 
destiny reagan has had his rendezvous with destiny george bush's uncertain destiny lies ahead competed 
nbc news washington [Music] and that is our look at our world this sunday tom broke i'll be reporting from the 
republican national convention tomorrow i'm garrett utley good night for noc news 


00:54:04 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch ?v=thQ1x0g30xU&t=3244s 





good evening from the astrodome and president bush now has arrived in houston the city that he claims as 
his hometown determined to fight his way back into the hearts of the people who elected him four years ago 
and he has arrived just in time to make appearances on the evening news programs which are being 
broadcast live from the site of the republican national convention here in houston the president's friends and 
advisors privately acknowledge that he has to tell the voters what he believes in the vision thing that bush 
has dismissed in the past so when i interviewed the president today i began by asking him if he still defined 
himself as a reagan republican sure and i'm very proud to work with president reagan very proud of what he 
accomplished some now trying to diminish his record and very proud of what i've accomplished as president 
president let me ask you about your constituency all the polls indicate that you are losing the white male 
conservative democrats that were so important to your election four years ago and important of course to 
ronald reagan as well and the clinton people figure that about 10 percent of their approval rating now is 
coming from moderate republicans can you win without those two groups i'm going to get them back tom i'm 
going to go out and get them back and fight maybe part of the reason is that they've been hearing one side 


of the question for the last nine months because i have not been in the arena with my sleeves rolled up fact 
so much so that some people uh start reporting well the president doesn't feel well i am in good health and 
i'm gonna take the fight to the opposition and so we're gonna we're gonna have a real slugfest this fall and 
it's gonna be on the issues and i'm looking forward to joining the fray after being kicked around for a long 
long time if you weren't an agent of change in your first first four years of presidency if you come here as an 
agent of change now won't the american people first place i don't accept the fact that i'm not an agent of 
change in the first four years if you would look around the world i think you'd see there been the most 
dramatic changes for peace in modern history and i think 
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for peace in modern history and i think one dramatic change is that the young people in this country go to 
sleep at night without the fear of nuclear war that their predecessors had when you come here mr president 
will part of that message of change be a call for an across-the-board tax cut as some people in congress are 
advocating i can't i'm not going to i'm not going to preview the coming attractions that way but as you know 
i've been talking about tax cuts i've proposed six incentives uh in the tax structure what in january of this year 
in the state of the union and then have been fighting for them only to be blocked by the congress will you 
fight for a constitutional amendment to ban all abortions in america whatever the conditions my position is 
well known i'm not going to change it one way or another it's not going to change to the right it's not going to 
change to the left so if it's not compatible with the platform never mind i'll be compatible with the platform on 
many other things well share with us then what are the conditions in which you think abortion might be 
acceptable well i've always favored exceptions for rape incest in the life of the mother and that's my position 
mr president i know that this is not the kind of issue that you like to discuss personal lives but now there's a 
quote from the u s treasurer kathy villapondo to the new jersey delegation that bill clinton is a skirt chaser 
and bob mossbacker who is an old friend of yours and general chairman of your campaign says that marital 
infidelity is one yardstick by which bill clinton should be measured you approve of that well i i can't comment 
on it because i haven't seen either of those comments i've trying to keep this business out of the sleeves 
business uh i think bill clinton to his credit has said the same thing and uh i but if they did so what everybody 
i cannot control what everybody says nor do i approve when people on the other side make these 
suggestions about me and my family and so i've made my position clear and all i do by getting into 
discussions like this is contribute uh without wanting to to this this kind of sleazy stuff that both he and i have 
said we don't want mr president if you feel so strongly 
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mr president if you feel so strongly about this then why don't you reprimand bob mossbacker because i 
haven't seen what they've said and because i think uh let me take a look at it maybe i will with the president 
in an interview that we recorded earlier this is the president now live as he arrives in houston a very carefully 
staged and orchestrated appearance just outside of the astrodome in the astro hall he has been introduced 
here by south carolina governor campbell and also on the stage bob mossbacker who now has issued an 
apology for his remarks earlier saying military [Music] from nbc's fred francis who's at his post once again at 
the pentagon fred tom saddam hussein is going to be a factor in this presidential race whether he likes it or 
not if he ignores u.n dictates bush punishes him if he rolls over and cooperates bush triumphs in foreign 
policy today the administration revealed its diplomacy to use air power to force iraq to stop flying combat 
sorties against shiite rebels in the south of that country the president told tom brokaw that the allies are 
working on a plan now to enforce u.n resolution 688 which is supposed to curb internal violence we are in 
close contact with our desert storm allies and a lot of diplomacy is going on and has been going on and i am 
satisfied that if tough action has to be taken we would be able to hold together the primary elements of that 
coalition the coalition already forbids iraq to fly over the courage north of the 36th parallel now a new line in 
the sand no iraqi fixed wing or helicopter flights south of the 32nd parallel with the warning you fly you die the 
shiites 55 of iraq's population have been attacked repeatedly in recent months saddam can avoid a fight by 
not flying in that area just as he cooperated with a un inspection team this week 
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inspection team this week but contrary to published reports this un team did not test drock by demanding 
access to sensitive buildings and there never was a plan to push that issue the inspection team visited all the 
sites that it was instructed to do so before it departed for baghdad it conducted successful inspections at all 
those sites and was not denied access at any of them a new round of inspections is scheduled in two weeks 
and say officials sometime between then and the november election you can count on saddam to do 
something stupid tom thank you fred of course inescapably any action the president takes in the persian gulf 
will have political overtones and an impact on this campaign nbc's john cochran is on the convention for now 
with a report on the prospects and the perils for the president john tom as you know the president angrily 
denies he would order air attacks in iraq just to aid his re-election but he is willing to use last year's war 
against saddam as a campaign issue at the veterans of foreign wars convention the president recalled past 
american victories including the one he thinks he doesn't get enough credit for and saddam hussein 
miscalculated he thought we'd grown soft over the years that our men and women showed him to put it real 
simple we kicked a little bag baghdad bully in houston the opening night of the convention will focus heavily 
on bush's handling of foreign affairs take your seats please but before the convention turned to foreign policy 
conservatives easily passed a platform calling for a ban on abortion with no exceptions for rape incest or the 
mother's help [Applause] abortion rights advocates just didn't have the votes to force a floor fight that was 
good news for president bush today but the anti-abortion plan could hurt him and other republican 
candidates this fall this is truly a very solemn 
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this fall this is truly a very solemn day for me personally and for republican women in general bush campaign 
officials tried to avoid controversy by changing the subject to anything but abortion the exception was vice 
president quayle who was eager to give his anti-abortion views to religious conservatives our opponents 
believe that when a teenager decides to have an abortion her parents don't even have the right to know we 
believe in the sanctity of life with the fight over abortion now out of the way the next big question is about the 
president's acceptance speech thursday white house aides tell nbc news that bush will not answer the 
prayers of conservatives like jack kemp who want him to propose across the board tax cuts now but the 
president will promise to work hard for lower taxes and lower government spending if he gets a second term 
and a second chance on america close up tonight barbara bush mrs bush is the featured speaker here on 
wednesday night and for good reason she is the bush campaign's hottest property the latest nbc news wall 
street journal poll shows barbara bush's positive ratings at 63 percent almost double that of her husband 
nbc's jim mikloszewski on the president's better half she's everyone's favorite grandmother and the 
democrats worst nightmare barbara bush ladies and gentlemen her immense popularity makes her one of 
the campaign's biggest assets in the past week she's done dozens of media interviews and for the past four 
years whether hugging an aids baby are you ready weeks later we're reading to kids the principal was 
opening the mail his hands began to shake barbara bush comes off as the kinder gentler side of the bush 
white house i mean look at me i don't threaten anyone i'm got nice white hair a little fat 
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i'm got nice white hair a little fat face and i like people and it's easy but behind those trademark fake pearls is 
one savvy politician premier presence can make white house staffers tremble i Know that's true and i'm sorry 
about that but but george says look that's great means they'll do the right thing she's got her own keen 
political instinct last week she tried to soften her husband's stand against abortion rights by suddenly 
declaring it doesn't belong on the party platform and she appears to relish a good political street fight after 
stories that bush may have had an affair she scolded the press it's an outrage but privately she blames the 
clinton camp for the stories then quickly points out that clinton never denied he'd had an affair and when 
democrats said they'd attack her children's business ties she lashed back and questioned clinton's political 
virility i mean that's outrageous they should be talking about their man maybe they don't have a man to talk 
about i don't know the truth is barbara has a bike she showed her teeth in 1984 when she called geraldine 


ferraro something that rhymes with rich she can stop reporters in their tracks like the one who raised criticism 
of the president's health care plan he hadn't even announced it yet come on tough is a negative word that 
doesn't really apply in my mind she has a wicked sense of humor sometimes it's mischievous i do have to be 
careful of my sense of humor but i hope it's never hurtful and it is a little mischievous there's no question 
about that i'm sorry but she rarely says or does anything by accident so the bush campaign says when 
barbara stresses family values it's also a direct challenge to the clinton's lifestyle and marriage but the clinton 
campaign claims that as a working mother it's hillary 
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a working mother it's hillary not barbara who's more in touch with today's modern family i think that's the 
biggest thing it's old versus new and part of old versus new is reality the old isn't real anymore don't even try 
to tell that to barbara bush in her speech to the convention wednesday night she'll set out to prove she's real 
she's relevant and do all she can to see her husband gets re-elected jim miklaszewski nbc news houston i'll 
be back with more news and john chancellor will have his commentary when nightly news returns from 
houston in a moment we're back here now in the astrodome john chancellor's been here for a while covering 
the republican platform hearings last week he's got some thoughts tonight his commentary that's right and 
you've heard it the republicans here are saying they want their party to be one big tent with policies all 
americans can support standard stuff said by both parties the truth is different forget the big tent presidential 
politics is a matter of a lot of little tents called states there is no single national vote for president the winner 
is chosen by separate votes in separate states as we all know if you're trying to elect bill clinton or george 
bush you have to think of what wins 54 electoral votes in california 33 in new york state or 32 electoral votes 
in texas here's an example in the big tent of national opinion where women outnumber men taking a hard 
line against abortion won't win the election but being tough on abortion might win a few be decisively helpful 
in the heavily catholic cities of the industrial middle west there are 84 electoral votes in ohio michigan indiana 
illinois and wisconsin add those states to the 109 electoral votes in the deep south where a no abortion 
position may win support and you're within shooting distance of victory in november this kind of calculating is 
what the real presidential campaigns are all about the republicans this year are betting that their party's 
stand on abortion 
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that their party's stand on abortion will win them enough states to offset the losses that stand will produce in 
other states it's a big risky bet but it's what the pros do when their side is behind and it has nothing to do with 
one big tent mitch in keynote or texas senator phil graham as nbc's john cochran tells us now the president 
still was working on the content and the tone of his thursday night speech john that's right tom even at this 
late date the president and his aides are debating what should be in that acceptance speech but his aides do 
say that when that speech is finished it will be tough harsh on bill clinton and even tougher on democrats in 
congress bush says he is ready for a fight today he stopped by a karate demonstration at a houston school 
the president also stopped by one of his favorites for barbecue and found that lunch was on the house bush 
will also try on thursday to explain to voters why he should have a second term that was the question jim 
lehrer asked for tonight's joint convention coverage by pbs and nbc news well i hope they're going to see a 
major commitment to making things better at home and i'm not sure that's there i know i've tried very hard 
but i've got to get that more clarified and part of that is getting getting getting control of i was about to say but 
getting control of the congress meanwhile bush is getting control over his own party now that pat buchanan 
has finally joined the team buchanan endorsed bush but raised some eyebrows with sarcastic references to 
homosexuals liberals and democrats there is a religious war going on in this country for this war is for the 
soul of america and in that struggle for the soul of america clinton and clinton are on the other side and 
george bush is on our side the president's spokesman called buchanan speech excellent but housing 
secretary jack kemp who could buy with buchanan for the 96 nomination indicated the speech could drive 
voters 
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indicated the speech could drive voters from the party he speaks for himself the party should not be bashing 
anybody kemp gives his speech tonight as to senator phil graham another possible contender for the top 
spot in 96. but george bush's problem is the 92 election and with his big speech only two days away even 
bush admits he's not sure what he's going to say tom thank you very much john cochran four years ago of 
course george bush gained the winning advantage over michael dukakis when dukakis failed to fight back 
against an all-out republican assault coming out of the gop convention the president hopes to repeat that 
strategy this time but as nbc's andrea mitchell tells us now bill clinton already is in a fighting stance andra 
tom bill clinton is trying to shift the battle to the economy because democrats have never been able to win 
the battle over cultural values democrats put up billboards in houston today to remind people about that 
famous tax pledge delivered four years ago tonight but the candidate was on the defensive rebutting pat 
buchanan's attack on his values and his wives they trotted pat buchanan out there because he is a good 
hatchet man and and he had all that personal venom against my wife he wildly distorted her views and her 
values and her record it was unprecedented a convention speaker attacking the opposing candidate's wife 
and hillary has compared marriage and the family as institutions to slavery and life on an indian reservation 
well speak for yourself hillary this my friends this is radical feminism hillary clinton had never said that as the 
democratic national chairman tried to point out at a houston news conference but young republicans showed 
up to disrupt the session it's pretty disgusting display out here i guess it goes along with pat buchanan and 
the republican party's philosophy of what america should be all about to change the subject brown unveiled 
clinton's first television commercials 
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clinton's first television commercials for the general election the ads claim that the republicans are misstating 
clinton's record on taxes and jobs they're aimed at the convention audience those are the facts back to the 
show a few commercials will hardly counteract the republican show which is portraying clinton as an old- 
fashioned liberal democrat not the moderate he appeared to be at the democratic convention tom thank you 
andrew with me now is george bush's campaign manager fred malik who's on the floor of this convention mr 
malik the republican party has been successful in the last three presidential elections by having the big tent 
theory in which everyone was included but pat buchanan seemed to give the impression last night the tent 
now is reserved only for white heterosexuals who are opposed to abortion and where women stay home is 
that inclusion or exclusion well i think the main message we're giving tom is that this is a big tent we have a 
big country and a big party and we certainly welcome republicans of all of you and independence of all views 
and democrats as well how do you square that with what pat buchanan said last night at that podium well i 
think what pat was saying is that we have a challenge ahead and we have a challenge to unify the party and 
at the same time we have a challenge to do a better job of bringing law and order and peace to the streets 
and of our cities and neighborhoods i think that's a message that indeed is unified yesterday president bush 
told me that he still considered himself to be a reagan republican well the reagan policies have been in place 
for 12 years now how can the president both be a reagan republican and an agent of change let's look at the 
record tom over the last 12 years under president reagan and then president bush we've created 25 million 
jobs in this country we had six years of unprecedented growth before we hit a vaccine year and a half 
recession that we're now coming out of under reagan and bush we've changed the complexion of the map 
from 23 communist countries to six i think that's a strong record and a record that both ronald reagan and 
george bush can take a lot of pride on and run for reelection on fred malik who's campaign chairman for 
president bush thanks very much for being with us tonight thank you our america close up tonight are you 
better off now than you were four years ago 
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ago ronald reagan and george bush won with that question in 1980 but you won't hear george bush asking 
that question this year why well because a sputtering economy has a president on the defensive nbc's lisa 
myers tonight takes a look at the president's economic game plan tom the president's basic economic 
message is this whatever you think of his economic program bill clinton's would be even worse bush warns 
that clinton wants both higher taxes and higher spending and when it comes to any concern about the 


federal budget deficit his action sounds like john mclaughlin's sign off every week bye bye but bush's own 
record on the deficit is hardly something to brag about he promised to balance the budget instead deficits 
have doubled to an estimated 334 billion dollars this year the highest ever he promised no real growth in 
government spending instead spending has increased 18 percent in three years domestic spending hours 
excluding defense that's grown faster in real terms than under any other president including franklin 
roosevelt or lyndon johnson or anybody bush largely blames congress and according to one analysis he's 
partly correct if congress had passed the president's budget proposals all of them the deficit probably would 
be 60 to 70 billion dollars a year lower than it is today but that's at best one-fifth of the budget deficit and one 
reason proposals to restrain spending died is that the president didn't fight for them well on paper was an 
effort to control spending but when it came to using the political mostly just never bothered 31 times in the 
past three years i've had to wield my veto pen many times to cut away wasteful government spending bush 
did veto 31 bills but according to his own white house only one veto was because of wasteful spending now 
he claims his latest economic plan would reduce the deficit to 130 billion dollars by 1996. 
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dollars by 1996. i identified 246 government programs and another four thousand wasteful projects that i will 
also get rid of altogether but that saves only a total of five billion dollars bush has tried to impose a spending 
cap on mandatory entitlement programs such as medicare but he has actually proposed only a tiny fraction 
of the changes needed to achieve real savings you can't just announce oh here's a cap without saying how 
you can achieve that care to stimulate the economy the president has a so-called growth package a capital 
gains tax cut tax incentives for first-time home buyers a bigger tax break for families with children those tax 
cuts would make it tougher for bush to significantly reduce the deficit so will his vow not to repeat his mistake 
in 1990 accepting a budget deal that increased taxes my veto and a block of votes ready to sustain it stands 
ready to stop any tax increase on the american people economists agree there are real differences between 
clinton and bush have more spending and have more taxes under clinton that is a difference the president 
knows that more important than specific proposals right now are perceptions and one perception bush hopes 
to change this week is that he lacks the ideas and the leadership to change a sick economy tom thank you 
lisa we'll have more news john chancellor will have his commentary when nightly news continues from 
houston in a moment [Music] still on the team however for nbc news john chancellor with this commentary 
tonight i won't tell you about my back let me just do the commentary a philosopher in ancient greece said the 
fox knows many things but the hedgehog knows one big thing we had one of history's great hedgehogs in 
this hall last night 
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in this hall last night ronald reagan when he was president he knew one big thing which was lead and have 
no doubts the basic strategy of the reagan presidency was it's one big thing simplicity his cheerful insistence 
that when it came to the essentials he was always in the right and that the story would have a happy ending 
the economic reckoning shows that his years were not good for the country americans today are paying a 
heavy price for the 1980s reagan's standing in the public opinion polls has declined accordingly but last night 
in this hall the old hedgehog demonstrated again his extraordinary self-confidence the fox in our parable of 
course is george bush a man who has held many jobs and knows many things he has a terrific resume but 
after years of public service his photograph is still blurred is george bush really a conservative is bush the 
conservative really a moderate in disguise does he have a plan for the next four years and what is it these 
are important questions at this convention where the corridors are patrolled by the ideology police they are 
important questions to all voters they are questions that mr bush must answer when he addresses this 
convention we heard from the hedgehog last night the fox will speak on thursday evening good evening well 
it's getting testier this contest between the bush campaign and the clinton campaign and it's getting personal 
in both families now the wives are fully involved and the republicans believe they have to get even tougher 
on congress nbc's john cochran with the president here in houston john tom the president may not be kidding 
about wanting to take on that democratic congress republican officials tell noc news he is considering issuing 
a threat in tomorrow night's acceptance speech he may warn the democrats that unless they pass an 


economic recovery package he likes he'll veto the bill that pays the expenses for running congress including 
the salaries of congressional staffers at a party rally today bush gave no hint of what will be in tomorrow's all- 
important speech 
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all-important speech vetoing the legislative appropriations bill would be an extreme measure only three 
presidents have done it rutherford b hayes william howard taft and woodrow wilson for bush the question is 
just how tough does he want to get in his bash congress campaign the status quo is under siege and the 
only way to break the deadlock in washington is to clear out the dead wood on capitol hill and as usual 
though the message bush is trying to get out is mixed in an attempt to show he is ready to make decisive 
changes bush said yesterday he would shake up his cabinet i think you do it because you get after four years 
you need a new sense of revitalizing the bureau the bureaucracy and four years is heavy duty in a cabinet 
officer's role but bush's remarks got more media play than he wanted especially when stories appeared 
about the expected ouster of housing secretary jack kemp that was hardly what bush wanted after kemp 
passionately backed his re-election last night marlon fitzwater said bush called kemp this morning to 
reassure him we wanted to make sure that that everybody understood that the president wasn't talking about 
anyone in particular and that this was just a historical uh trend he was pointing out bush also had trouble 
getting his message out when aids research activists interrupted him [Applause] hey listen for those of you 
who haven't been around my line of work lately this is normal don't get worried don't get worried what worries 
this convention is just how effective bush's acceptance speech tomorrow night will be tom thank you john 
cochran on the floor of the convention and the target of a lot of this republican firepower was observing his 
46th birthday today bill clinton was in atlanta building low-income housing with jimmy carter who knows 
something about republican attacks today i asked clinton if his wife hillary's strong political views didn't make 
her fair game for this campaign 
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make her fair game for this campaign well if she's saying something that i have embraced that i intend to do 
as president then that's fair but the truth is that these people have radically distorted her views they have 
deliberately and dramatically distorted her views and george bush knows that he bragged on hillary for years 
to me he sent me a note complimenting hillary on opening his eyes to the infant mortality problem barbara 
bush wrote a book bragging on a program hillary brought into arkansas to help families and to help 
strengthen families what's happened is that in their desperate attempt to get their political act together the 
republican party has been taken over by right-wing extremist it's now the party of pat robertson pat buchanan 
jerry falwell and phyllis schlafly barbara bush last night was critical of hillary clinton saying that she had not 
understood until recently that you were talking about a co-presidency does this mean that barbara bush from 
your point of view now is fair game well it means that barbara bush has been brought into line she's now uh 
adopted the the party line over there nobody ever talked about a co-presidency there wasn't a co- 
governorship in arkansas you'd think george bush was running for first lady instead of for president half the 
time there's been a lot of talk about the democratic congress in the last 12 years in fact the congress has 
been dominated by democrats can you remember a specific democratic congress economic recovery plan 
that you admired well i don't think you can charge the congress with the leading economic recovery although 
i will say senator lloyd benson passed a tax bill through the congress just a few months ago that george bush 
vetoed that i thought was a pretty good bill but mr bush vetoed it because he was against raising taxes on 
upper income people whose tax rates have been lowered for the last 12 years while their incomes have gone 
up it's just not fair to say it's all the congress's fault you need a president who will lead who will discipline 
spending but invest more and get our economy going again in hope arkansas your hometown what do 
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in hope arkansas your hometown what do people think about the idea of giving the same recognition to a 
homosexual marriage as you would to a heterosexual marriage including the right of adoption i haven't 
advocated that what i have advocated is not the same status to marriages i'm not on record in favor of that 
just because they said it doesn't make it so what i have advocated is the absence of discrimination in 
employment and the fact that status alone should not be enough to kick someone out of the military who is 
otherwise served well there has been a lot of talk at this convention about traditional family values that's an 
effective theme for the gop dating back to the counterculture days of the 1960s but as nbc's andrea mitchell 
tells us tonight this time it is a tougher sell andrea tom republicans see it as one of their strongest weapons 
against bill clinton a way to scare white middle class voters about the democratic nominee family values are 
hard to define but delegates to this convention say they know them when they see them it's the home it's the 
church and the school moral religious uh patriotic service to the community it's a love of church in country 
and god and apple pie the strategy is to portray the democrats as enemies of everything americans hold 
dear and so let the other side ridicule family values i'm talking about work responsibility loving thy neighbor 
respect for the creator i've never questioned whether he loved his wife or his kids or his grandkids and i don't 
think there can be any doubt about how i feel about my family the issue is which one of us can do a better 
job of helping america's families live by their values hillary clinton is the republican's chief target on family 
issues she's likened marriage and the family to slavery not true she never wrote that but accuracy has little to 
do with the family values debate how does the bush campaign rhetoric match up to the president's record 
here's one example this is george bush 
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here's one example this is george bush on the stump and the bond between the parrot and the child is 
sacred and it is fundamental tell that to jim and kathy censulo of hudson new hampshire jim was fired for 
taking off work to be at the hospital when their son had open-heart surgery he says his boss called him at the 
hospital with this warning you have to realize your business obligations um and it's better to suffer one loss 
than two losses and i said well what do you mean by that and he says well if your baby dies at least you still 
have your job jim lost his job the family lost their home that wouldn't have happened if the country had a law 
providing mandatory unpaid leave during family emergencies legislation bush has vetoed once and is now 
promising to veto again the president's veto was popular with business lobbyists and conservative leaders 
who oppose new government programs conservatives trust dan quayle to speak for them on social issues 
they're not always sure about george bush the president is going to have to become more direct and more 
vocal and more clear about the family values issue and not just leave it to the vice president to carry the ball 
in particular evangelical groups an important part of the republicans conservative base want bush to declare 
this week that he is firmly against gay rights it's really impossible to be both pro-traditional family and pro- 
homosexual rights you just can't be both at the same time so he needs to determine where he's going to be 
george bush will probably never be able to satisfy die-hard conservatives that he's a true believer the real 
test of the family values debate will be whether it has much relevance to voters who so far this year seem 
more concerned about the economy tom and with this piece of advice for president bush and mr president 
[Applause] give him hell thursday night god bless you god bless america today i asked jack kemp what ideas 
and 
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today i asked jack kemp what ideas and what people the republican party should represent i tried to express 
last night what for jack kemp and what i think the republican party should be it should be a party that talks 
about the future not the past it should be a party that doesn't spend all this time trying to defeat the opponent 
but to provide superior ideas and to inspire and motivate people clearly the people of america are going to be 
making their decision and making their minds up over where they think america must go and can go and 
should go in the next four years and that is our challenge and you can win an election by bashing your 
opponent you can't lead the country and i believe this president wants to lead this country he's not he's going 
to take some shots at congress as he should and i did but he's got to tell the american people as he will 
where he and dan quayle and the republican congress would take america the next four years when you first 


began in politics you were the very essence of the symbol of the conservative wing of the republican party 
now you find yourself described as a bridge to the liberal forces in america does that surprise you i'm a uh 
i'm a reform-minded conservative i'm a progressive conservative my values are still conservative and always 
will be but i believe in progress change and reform and getting america moving again and doing something 
about the incredible abject poverty that i've seen in the last four years as said secretary this country cannot 
preach democracy to the world and then not let it work in east l.a and east harlem but if you're living in the 
inner city of america if you're white brown black or of asian extract and you're struggling out there and you 
look in on these proceedings what is there there that would give you hope that they care about where you 
are and what your future well as again as i said last night if i were black or brown or hispanic or asian or poor 
in america i would vote for the platform that provides more jobs for the inner city through enterprise zones it 
gives me a chance to own a home and become a first time home buyer to get my children into the school of 
their choice and have an opportunity to achieve the talent that my children have so i think that clearly is the 
republican message and that's going to be mr president mr bush's message and i could be a winning 
message mr secretary thanks for 
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winning message mr secretary thanks for coming by next time anchorage alaska back here in the lower 48 
john chancellor now with his commentary tonight no belching no smoke john just the straight truth all right 
well then who can tell in this year there have been many oddities in this crazy political year and not the least 
of them is that people keep coming back from the dead last february bill clinton was declared dead on arrival 
at the new hampshire primary and now he's back last month mr h ross perot committed harrakiri now he's 
back making political noises this morning on the today show perot's resurrection may be more however than 
just another political oddity he's still on the scoreboard in the polls which show his support holding firm at 
around 24 percent even though he has dropped out of the race he says he's on the presidential ballot in 46 
states he's got a book out he may put some ads on television if burrow does run television ads he would hurt 
the bush campaign he says the republicans are just telling the voters what they want to hear giving them in 
his words candy even more important is that perot's name is on so many presidential ballots around the 
country his name on those ballots is the perfect vehicle for a protest vote right now bill clinton's support is 
shallow and george bush's support is shaky if this turns out to be a close contest with low voter turnout 
parole voters could make the difference and bush might suffer more than clinton but nobody knows for sure 
and that's one of the problems with maverick candidates like ross perot and the year in which candidates 
returned from the dead maybe we should vote on halloween it's getting tighter this race between president 
bush and bill clinton polls show three days of the republican national convention have narrowed the clinton 
lead and now it's up to president bush with his big speech tonight nbc john cochran tonight with what the 
president hopes to accomplish and how john tom the president's aides say he will explain why he wants to 
keep his job and what he would do with a second term 
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and what he would do with a second term eye contact the whole thing is eye contact like an athlete checking 
out the stadium before the big game bush paid an early morning visit to the astrodome saying he was not 
quite ready for action but will be by tonight there's a great similarity between politics and competitive athletics 
for a political speech like this adrenaline adrenaline factor some bush supporters had too much adrenaline at 
a prayer breakfast he attended [Applause] bush was embarrassed to find that most of the noise was coming 
from supporters not hecklers i i apologize to those who have put together this ecumenical lovely prayer 
breakfast bush then found a way to connect politics with the old testament we meet on a special day and 
tonight i give my acceptance speech and if it catches fire it might give a whole new meaning to the story of 
the burning bush the president said barbara bush's speech last night gave him a lift but that was just a warm- 
up for his speech which will be preceded by a film that presents bush as worthy of having his likeness carved 
on mount rushmore the film credits bush with the best qualities of past presidents including democrats fdr 
and jfk and it does not avoid mentioning a controversial republican american is the determination of richard 
nixon but the film leaves out the democrat bush says he will model his campaign after harry truman's come 


from behind when in 48 when he bashed the do-nothing congress bush will hit congress tonight but will also 
try to explain why he went along with a tax increase two years ago that violated his no new taxes pledge bill 
clinton says bush will give a good speech tonight just as he did four years ago it was a wonderful speech but 
now we no longer have to read his lips we can read his record bush's aides say tonight's speech will be more 
serious and a bit less inflammatory than is famous in 
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inflammatory than is famous in acceptance speech four years ago but that's only tonight tomorrow he'll be 
campaigning in mississippi and missouri and once again it'll be red meat partisan politics time tom thanks 
john last night the bush family portrait showcased the president as husband father and grandfather but that 
picture is blurred by persistent questions about george bush's core political beliefs the president will try to put 
those questions to rush tonight for now nbc's lisa meyer takes a look at the record so far tom it's 
extraordinary that a man who's been in public life for 25 years and in the white house for four needs a 
speech to tell americans what he stands for we're coming home now proud confident heads high there is 
much that we must do at home and abroad and we will do it we are americans may god bless this great 
nation the united states of america there have been times when no one questioned the depth or nature of 
george bush's conviction as a young man against his father's wishes he enlisted in the navy and became a 
war hero as president he took other risks in the persian gulf in trying to build a new world order out of a 
dissonant post-cold war world patriotism america's role in the world those george bush fights for confronted 
in 1992 with a choice between abandoning the idea of the u.s as a Superpower or being defeated for 
reelection i think that is one issue on which he might choose to go down to defeat but it's tough to find other 
compelling convictions in the president's record when he became ronald reagan's vice president he agreed 
to embrace supply-side economics which he previously described this way what i call a voodoo economic 
policy then of course there's this 
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policy then of course there's this read my lips he also flip-flopped on abortion in early he supported abortion 
rights there's some freedom of choice that exists under the law today and i would support the law now he 
wants a constitutional amendment to outlaw most abortions let me be clear i support the right to life most 
confusing of all is his record on civil rights on a personal level bush has consistently opposed racial injustice 
example his visit to this house in 1981 where a cross had been burned bush called me that afternoon and 
said i went to visit this man today and his family and i told him this is not america this is an act of someone 
who is filled with hate but in 1964 running for congress in a conservative texas district bush opposed the 
landmark civil rights act four years later when his seat appeared safe he voted for a fair housing law in 1990 
bush became the first president to veto a civil rights bill i want to sign a civil rights bill but i will not sign a 
quota bill a year later he signed virtually the same bill this is someone who feels more strongly about gaining 
office and being able to exercise what he sees as his skills in power than sticking to a set of positions 
whether or not he is elected some call it pragmatism others a lack of principles bush calls himself a reagan 
republican but most believe he's more out of the eisenhower tradition if he was able to project and draw on 
his strengths there is no doubt in my mind that he could sell himself as one who represented stability 
continuity and moderation but this year voters want change and being a pragmatist probably isn't good 
enough to get reelected all that requires george bush in 1992 
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all that requires george bush in 1992 to once again try to remove himself in the eyes of the american people 
[Music] so tonight the president is likely to present himself as a fighter for change the question is how deeply 
he's committed to his new agenda tom thank you lisa the president will be introduced tonight by a rival from 
four years ago senate republican leader bob dole of russell kansas center let's begin by picking up where lisa 
left off a key white house aide told me just before this convention began the problem is the public thinks that 
george bush does not care about them do you agree with that i think that is a problem i think there's a feeling 


that maybe george bush is not sensitive he doesn't know enough poor people in his life or other people with 
problems i don't share that view but i think that's something he must overcome tonight and i think he will i 
think he's going to indicate to people everywhere that he understands there's problem that he's been 
listening that we've made some mistakes and we're ready to move on the latest cbs new new york times poll 
shows that the clinton lead has been cut in half there's a tracking hole here this week that shows only a five- 
point separation and that the industrial midwest will be the key area must the president spend most of his 
time between now and november election day in that part of this country well i think that not only that part but 
also the the so-called agricultural midwest i think that's up for grabs too and particularly if he's having trouble 
in the state like california he's going to spend more time in smaller states to make up those electoral votes 
but i don't think anything's written written off certainly california is not but if we can come out of this 
convention with the clinton lead cut in half say nine ten or eleven points then i believe we're on our way to 
victory in november senator dole some of the people who've been watching this convention believe that has 
become now a litmus test of the religious right that is excluding more people than including people as you 
have looked at this week is that your feeling about your party no i think at convention time we hear from the 
more conservative elements i think we're a much broader party 
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we're a much broader party certainly they have some very good ideas and good thoughts but my view is 
president bush is going to win when he reaches out beyond the far right conservatives to the middle middle 
the moderates in the republican party and the moderates in america then he'll put together an electoral 
victory he needs that base though he needs that base and that's why we've had a lot of emphasis this past 
few days on that particular group senator there's been a lot of talk about abortion and family values and 
winning the cold war but will there be any issue that will parallel the economy in this election that's it that's 
the number one if we can't address the economy we've got problems i'm going to talk about the economy in 
my introduction to sort of set the stage for president bush's speech and he's going to lay out what he would 
do and what he will do right now in the next four years to make the economy better to get more jobs do all 
those things that people are concerned about we need more confidence in america the consumers need 
confidence and that's what president bush's big job will be tonight and i think he's up to it thank you very 
much thank you bob dole of kansas john chancellor with thoughts tonight in his commentary john when 
ronald reagan was running for president in 1980 he and his staff made a list of words that would appeal to 
white working-class democratic voters words like neighborhood work church family that year many working- 
class democrats were unhappy the economy was in terrible shape and the national democratic party seemed 
over concerned with problems of the poor and minorities ronald reagan promised those working-class 
democrats prosperity and he told them how passionate he was about the values of neighborhood work 
church and family he won and that was the birth of the reagan democrats who vote republican that's how 
family values got a permanent place in the republican playbook the republicans have been winning since 
1980 using that litany of family values it worked for george bush in 1988 and the republicans are trying it 
again it looks as though 1992 will bring us 
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it looks as though 1992 will bring us yet another argument about which party and which candidate is better 
qualified to provide moral leadership to the american family well excuse me but i get nervous when i'm told 
the presidency is primarily a place of moral leadership not a word in the constitution about that i think we 
ought to get moral leadership from the clergy or philosophers or parents and teachers we certainly don't 
need instruction on family values from self-serving politicians with million dollar budgets and press agents yet 
that's the republican strategy for this year they are doing it again and why not it worked before tom thanks 
john on wall street today stocks were down just slightly in active trading as the market awaited president 
bush's speech tonight and his economic proposals this is nbc nightly news with tom brokaw tonight sitting in 
for tom is stone phillips good evening now the main event the primaries and the conventions are over in the 
next 74 days the presidential race will be decided and like bill clinton before him george bush used his 
convention to get back in the race nbc's john cochran is with the bush campaign tonight john dancy is 


covering the clinton campaign we begin with john cochran john stone bush's aides are now talking about 
having finally turned the corner about shaking that loser's image once and for all some of that optimism is 
manufactured but a lot of it is real today bush got out of the starting gate fast first stop mississippi one of the 
deep south states a republican should carry in a normal election year but as george bush keeps saying this 
is not a normal year you talk about wishy-washy indecision that is offered up by both my opponent and the 
gridlock congress they are one and the same [Music] [Applause] so if you want to see this country go forward 
with optimism 
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forward with optimism first send bill clinton back to arkansas this fall dan quayle will campaign on his own but 
today he and bush teamed up with quail still beaming after glowing reviews for his acceptance speech which 
came dangerously close to upstaging his bosses big night today nobody was talking about dumping dan 
quayle we won the cold war and with a new congress will win the domestic war the bush campaign hopes it 
can nail down deep south states like mississippi early so it can concentrate on states which could easily go 
either way like missouri bush's last stop of the day and he couldn't come to missouri without associating 
himself with native son harry truman remember the son of missouri harry truman he was he was a big 
underdog and he fought back and he wrapped the another governor challenging him right around that do 
nothing congress i'm going to do something the same thing with the governor of arkansas of course harry 
truman was a democrat linking republicans in congress to republican challenger tom dewey and truman 
succeeded largely because dewey took it on the chin without counter punching but bill clinton is no tom 
dewey stone thanks john now to john dancing in detroit where bill clinton showed he was ready for this 
week's republican assault john so clinton believes in responding to attacks when he's hit he hits back that's 
what he was doing today at a meeting of black journalists he took on george bush's attempt to make so- 
called family values an issue his idea of family values is attacking my family i haven't quite figured that out 
yet and clinton stopped just short of calling the president a liar he said bush had made an issue of trust but 
had not told the truth about clinton's economic record 
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clinton's economic record he's personally untrustworthy how can we trust him he promised us 15 million new 
jobs he's 14 million short the clinton campaign put out a statement calling bush's promise last night of a tax 
cut a blatant attempt to buy this election and before the economic club of detroit today clinton said bush's 
promises four years ago were hollow he warned that bush's promises of a tax cut were just as misleading 
these promises too are false and they too will betray us if we follow them in the words of the man who started 
all this there they go again night proved something else george bush is a lot more interested in beating me 
than helping you across the country people are eager for real answers about how we can create new jobs 
and save existing jobs but the promises mr bush made last night are intended to only save one job his this 
evening clinton is in cleveland the start of another bus tour through northeast ohio pennsylvania and new 
york all states the democrats lost last election but since they can win this time what both candidates are 
trying to do at this stage is to define an agenda for the fall campaign for bush it's things like family values and 
trust and tax and spend democrats for clinton it's bush's economic record and the need for change the whole 
election could very well hinge on what the american people decide is the real agenda stone thanks john well 
the biggest concern for voters this year the economy and the biggest obstacle to economic recovery the 
budget deficit now a record 334 billion dollars nbc's lisa myers in houston tonight neither candidate is really 
tackling the problem lisa stone george bush and bill clinton have one thing in common when faced with 
politically tough choices to reduce the deficit both took a dive 
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both took a dive the president's economic plan could force deep spending cuts at least in theory i'll propose 
to further reduce taxes across the board provided we pay for these cuts with specific spending reductions 
that i consider appropriate the problem is that bush did not specify what spending he would cut to finance a 


tax reduction and this would do nothing to reduce the deficit and i have asked congress to put a lid on 
mandatory spending except social security capping spending on entitlement programs like medicare and 
medicaid is vital to reducing the deficit but again bush has failed to specify what he would cut to save the 300 
billion dollars he's counting on to slash the deficit by two-thirds that would mean advocating politically 
explosive proposals like much higher out-of-pocket costs for medicare recipients cuts in farm subsidies 
higher interest rates on student loans and that's before paying for any tax cut some experts say the bush 
plan is not credible i just don't think there's a political consensus to to support spending cutting spending 
quite that deeply the president's proposal to allow americans to earmark some of their taxes to pay off the 
deficit is considered little more than fancy bookkeeping of course it's a gimmick but bill clinton's economic 
plan fares no better this plan will dramatically reduce the deficit and dramatically increase investment that is 
the only way to get economic growth investment means spending clinton claims he can increase spending 
50 billion dollars a year and still cut the deficit in half budget experts say that's not credible either over history 
the only way we've gotten the deficit down is by cutting spending and yet clinton is doing exactly the other 
way around he wants to increase spending so whose plan is better when it comes to the deficit the 
president's proposal would at least not make the deficit problem any worth worse and the clinton proposal 
likely would one candidate ross perot tried to come 
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one candidate ross perot tried to come up with a credible deficit plan but he decided to cut and run rather 
than deliver the bad news to voters stone thanks lisa when nightly news continues government gridlock in 
california the battle over the budget that was really down gil and garrett gutley is on vacation the south and 
the midwest family values and the economy critical regions critical issues as george bush and bill clinton ran 
hard today the president tried to maintain the momentum he gained from the republican convention johnny 
cochran is with bush in the south john dancy is on the clinton bus tour in ohio john cochran let's begin with 
you michelle here in the bible belt the bush campaign is trying to divert attention from a weak economy with 
constant attacks on bill clinton's character in georgia bush knew he could count on a surrogate to deliver the 
gut punches and congressman newt gingrich did as he tried in a convoluted way to connect the democratic 
party's platform plank on the family with the family feud between woody allen and mia farrow bush made a 
more conventional assault on bill clinton but instead of repeating his charge that clinton does not have 
enough government experience today bush said clinton has too much government experience i wonder 
about the governor of arkansas i wonder why it is that whenever he's faced with any problem his solution is 
always to put government first but you know it's not so surprising when you've spent more of your life in 
government like he has government's all you know anything about as bush moved into alabama his 
campaign aide said early polls since the convention show bush is gaining ground in the south more than 
other regions today again and again bush hit hard on the character issue and conservative themes popular in 
the south it's a choice about the character of the person you want to lead this nation and the direction you 
want us to go i believe i am the person to have that support 
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am the person to have that support and i ask for your support based on my experience my ideas and my 
character and let me say this i share alabama's commitment to family values and we will never forget we are 
one nation under god as for his convention promise to cut both taxes and spending next year bush's aides 
say he will not reveal details until after the election for now they think he can get by without specifics we've 
got to do both lower spending and lower taxes bush would dearly love to lock up the deep south early in the 
campaign so we can devote more time and money to swing states in the north but bush faces three 
problems in the south a faltering economy and two southern baptists on the other ticket michelle thanks john 
john dancy is with the clinton campaign in one of those swing states ohio as the campaign began a new 
midwest bus tour john michelle these bus tours and rallies like the one which just ended behind me here in 
youngstown ohio are not random events each one is targeted at a specific group of voters today it was 
blacks and reagan democrats and gore have developed into a tag team act gore who was introduced today 
as the distinguished son of a distinguished father nevertheless whips up the crowd like a brush arbor 


preacher are you ready for change in this country [Applause] do you want four more years of what we've had 
and clinton tailors his message to his audience to black inner city residents of cleveland we are wasting 
people at an astonishing rate in this country the dropout rate the drug abuse rate the youth violence rate and 
we've got to bring them back clinton made two appearances in cleveland's inner city his staff worries that his 
deliberate attempt to distance himself from jesse jackson will cost him support in november clinton also 
campaigned today in parma 
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clinton also campaigned today in parma the heavily ethnic suburb of cleveland when you talk family values 
you're talking parma ohio it is the weather vein for the nation these are people who voted for ronald reagan 
for the last eight years and i think they're going to vote for for bill clinton and for al gore this time how does 
clinton bring back reagan democrats one thing is campaigning face to face a lot of people don't know bill 
clinton and when they see him face to face either in a crowd this kind of thing that electricity is unbelievable 
here clinton's message was economic what we propose to do is to put the american people back to work by 
giving people more incentives to create new jobs here at home but no more incentives to move our jobs 
overseas clinton today brushed off republican attacks at the convention and said he wants to get back to 
telling people about his program he was undismayed about polls that show bush closing in that's about as 
good as we could hope to you know there's a always above the council and i'm pleased with that if that's 
what the margin is i'm pleased with that whether clinton can hold a margin over bush will depend a large to a 
large extent on whether he can hold the blacks and bring home reagan democrats the very groups he was 
appealing to today michelle and now on the campaign trail bill clinton's latest bus tour is coming to an end 
tonight here in new york state john dancy is with the clinton campaign john michelle campaigns live and die 
by manipulating symbols george bush learned that four years ago when he took the pledge of allegiance as 
an issue now he's trying to make the family an issue and today clinton fought back clinton fought back using 
the gorgeous victorian backdrop of chautauqua new york the small town whose summer lecture series has 
been world famous since the 19th century has a place to exchange ideas and argue philosophies we have 
four children hammered by the gop convention on 
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hammered by the gop convention on so-called family values the clinton gore campaign today prominently 
featured the candidates wires this is a woman who is a friend to children a friend to families hillary clinton 
emphasized her work with the children's defense fund we have to move now we have to care now because 
there are too many american children waiting waiting waiting president bush is manipulating symbols too 
trying to portray clinton as slick while members of his campaign have tried to paint clinton as a womanizer 
speaking to a group of evangelical leaders last night bush accused the democrats of leaving god out of their 
platform i was struck by the fact that the other party took words to put together their platform but left out three 
simple letters g-o-d that prompted a sharp reaction from clinton he is promoting an atmosphere of intolerance 
in this country the implications that he has made that somehow the democrats are godless and deeply 
offensive to me so clinton today used the icons of americana religious and intellectual freedom and the family 
clearly this is a campaign that is not going to be outsimpled michelle thanks john well in illinois president 
bush said clinton would be a rubber stamp president for a spendthrift congress he dismissed the governor's 
record as quote a joke jim miklaszewski is in springfield it was family day at the illinois state fair but bush was 
sounding anything but brotherly toward congress in this campaign no it's not given hell that they're gonna 
think and tell when i get through with them and standing in front of a haybaler bush responded to bill clinton's 
charge that he was distorting clinton's record for nine months bill clinton has been hitting me he gets hit back 
mildly i haven't begun to fight yet i haven't and he starts to whine 
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i haven't and he starts to whine and complain the american people don't want that we got big differences in 
our ideas and that's what we're talking about in a three-day campaign swing bush has been touting his 
acceptance speech proposal to cut taxes but he offers no specifics on how to pay for it campaign officials 
say americans only need to know that bush is in favor of cutting taxes specifics can wait conservatives like 
hud secretary jack kemp thinks it's good politics i think it's not only good politics it's very good economics 
foreign policy has been bush's strong point and white house officials say he'll announce as early as tuesday 
that the u.s and its allies will impose a no-fly zone in southern iraq warns saddam hussein that his warplanes 
will be shot down if they fly attacks against the shiites in the south president bush strongly denies that any 
action taken against iraq would be politically motivated but one senior administration official admits that may 
be hard to prove the official said bush must convince americans that any action taken against iraq is to 
enforce u.n resolutions and not win re-election jim mclachevsky nbc news springfield illinois jobs and more 
government spending president bush today proposed a program that will cost the taxpayers 10 billion dollars 
in new federal funds bill clinton asked where's the money going to come from nbc's john cochran begins his 
report with the president in new jersey at a job training center the president talked about the issue that got 
him into so much trouble jobs bush believes the new free trade agreement with mexico and canada will if 
approved by congress help american workers but labor unions claim that low-priced mexican products will 
hurt fruit and vegetable growers and workers who make textiles furniture and electrical equipment bush 
admits there is a downside to the free trade agreement in the 1990s that agreement will create millions of 
new american jobs but near 
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millions of new american jobs but near term may also mean dislocations in some industries dislocations 
that's a polite term for lost jobs to ease the pain bush today proposed spending two billion dollars each year 
for five years on job retraining bush says his plan unlike bill clinton's will not require new taxes my opponent 
is different he sees job training as a tax raiser and he wants to tax workers to pay for their own training and 
tax small businesses the one that's the worst taxing small businesses around the country 1.5 percent clinton 
said bush has no plan to pay for his job training program he just got through telling us at the convention we 
were going to have a huge tax cut paid for by huge spending cuts and amounts to be unspecified and now 
he's come out with new spending programs so i think it's very difficult to take this seriously bush said he will 
wait until january to explain which cuts he would make to pay for the job training program and i will project 
these in more detail as we move into the next budget cycle bush's aides insist that what voters want is not a 
lot of details like specific budget cuts but just a promise of good intentions under that theory it is the road to 
the white house not to the other place that is paved with good intentions john cochran nbc news and sonia 
connecticut another proposal that's already drawing a lot of fire senator al gore's plan for the environment it's 
so politically risky that bill clinton won't endorse key elements and republicans are already using it against 
the democrats in important states here's nbc's andrea mitchell hal gore taking his environmental line to a 
recycling plant in portland maine the clinton gore approach is to take post-consumer waste and turn it into job 
opportunities the bush quail approach is to turn it into air pollution and water pollution the white house is 
called gore an environmental extremist 
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called gore an environmental extremist even though george bush's own environmental chief disagrees no i 
don't think he's an environmental extremist al gore's role as environmental attack dog is not new while 
scientists were arguing about the degree of risk the world faces gore wrote a bestseller before he joined the 
ticket predicting environmental catastrophe unless the country takes radical steps stiff energy taxes to be 
offset by income tax cuts new regulations to crack down on polluters a global marshall plan to eliminate the 
internal combustion engine over the next 25 years policies to stop population growth not the politically safe 
bromides usually heard from a senator to say nothing of a vice presidential candidate it's been red meat for 
republicans there are many uh items uh in the book that will be very costly to the taxpayer it will put a lot of 
people out of work he's going to pick up the tab for every environmental problem in the world and put millions 
and millions of people out of work in michigan michigan ohio washington oregon short term your kind of 


approach would cost jobs in the auto industry in the coal fields no i disagree there is an emerging market 
here in the united states and in other countries for more efficient products higher quality products products 
that use less energy and create less pollution gore says fighting pollution should be as important as 
america's struggle against nazi germany or communism to him it is nothing less than a religious crusade it is 
in my opinion a spiritual crisis which has to do with the relationship between human civilization and the 
ecological system of the earth there are no reliable figures on what gourd solutions would cost he says 
america would lose more jobs by doing nothing undoubtedly gore helps the ticket in environmentally 
conscious places like california but the white house hopes to scare workers in the rust belt and 
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workers in the rust belt and energy producing states by citing a book that calls for new taxes on their 
industries andrea george bush and bill clinton speaking to the american legion today that convention was the 
centerpiece of the day's political campaign for the president it was the moment he's been waiting for for 
clinton it was a high wire act nbc's andrea mitchell has details andrea katie in a year when george bush is 
trying to make an issue of bill clinton's draft record both candidates tried to score points with the nation's 
largest veterans organization the difference was that only one of the candidates was entitled to wear the 
official cap of a war veteran a distinction the president tried to drive home by repeating a line from his 
acceptance speech at the age of 18 i went off to fight like many of you i was scared but i was willing and i 
was young but i was ready implication bill clinton wasn't willing or ready in case anyone missed the point the 
bush campaign sent a fax to reporters recycling old questions about clinton's draft record after being 
hammered by the republicans about his draft record clinton wanted to confront the issue head on before a 
potentially hostile audience his explanation today about how he felt when he received a high lottery number 
and knew he could avoid the draft i was relieved that year when i saw that my number was 311 not because i 
didn't want to serve my country but because i believe so strongly that our policy in vietnam was wrong i still 
believe that during the new hampshire primary clinton's campaign was almost derailed by the release of a 
letter in which he thanked an rotc commander for helping him avoid the draft like so many people in my 
generation i felt a profound ambivalence i love my country but i hated the war he said he had left the rotc 
because he felt guilty about the deferment but wasn't drafted because of his high lottery number two months 
later after opponents brought it up he acknowledged that he had 
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it up he acknowledged that he had received a draft notice after all before entering the rotc but got an 
extension from his draft board it was literally so routine at the time that when i called they just acted like there 
was nothing at all unusual more than eight million men of clinton's generation served in the military during 
the vietnam era fifteen million like clinton and defense secretary cheney got deferments one million took the 
same path as vice president quayle opting for the national guard in reserves if any of you here choose to 
vote against me because of what happened 23 years ago that is your right as an american citizen and i 
respect it but i hope that you will cast your vote looking toward the future both candidates were received 
warmly today but clinton got more applause largely because he promised to protect and expand veterans 
health programs that have been threatened by budget in political news robert mossbacher was eased out 
today as chairman of the bush re-election campaign and polls show that the big bounce the president got 
from the republican convention is melting away nbc's john cochran at the white house the bush people are 
even reworking their campaign tactics that's right katie until now republicans have implied that bill and hillary 
clinton are slothful about family values but that apparently hasn't helped bush much in the polls so now he's 
tying the character issue to something that voters really care about jobs today the president said clinton's 
plan to raise taxes on foreign investors will cost jobs for americans working in for example japanese owned 
auto plants bush accused clinton of exploiting the fear of foreign ownership i know his reputation for 
opportunism is the kind of guy who will say anything do anything for political gain clinton said he only wants 
to close tax loopholes for foreign investors i don't think american companies should pay more their income in 
taxes than foreign companies who do the same business here later bush 
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who do the same business here later bush tried to cash in on the anger some voters have toward lawyers as 
he read a fundraising letter for clinton from the head of the arkansas trial lawyers association and he said 
and i quote directly i can never remember an occasion where he failed to do the right thing where we trial 
lawyers are concerned well i don't want to do the right thing for the trial lawyers i want to do the right thing for 
the american people by attacking clinton on specific issues bush can avoid the kind of criticism he got after 
attacking the democrats last weekend i was struck by the fact that the other party took words to put together 
their platform but left out three simple letters g-o-d bush's new chief of staff jim baker decided that kind of 
attack makes the president look bad so bush banged away today at specifics like clinton's tax plan many 
proposes and this is factual a 220 billion dollars in new spending plus the largest tax increase in history 150 
billion dollars wrong in 1982 ronald reagan and his vice president george bush presided over the largest 
projected tax increase in history 152 billion dollars that new bush added strategy of just talking issues still 
needs some work for one thing some of bush's charges are just wrong and for another by the end of the day 
he was inviting an audience to compare bill clinton to a slippery pig katie thank you john meanwhile ross 
perot will be listed on the november ballots in california and new york perot withdrew from the campaign last 
month but honored filing requirements today in both states to be listed as an independent candidate since 
withdrawing he has spent three million dollars on his unofficial campaign ten weeks to go before election day 
who wins who knows the win or lose issue is the economy and today's figures are ominous news for the 
president 
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ominous news for the president it is now likely the economy will not look much better by election day there's 
another potential problem nobody's investing in the u.s dollar anymore last week it was at an all-time low 
against the german mark if the dollar goes into free fall stock markets could crash something similar occurred 
in 1987. if this happens the federal reserve might raise interest rates that could stop economic recovery and 
the bush campaign would also stop still the experts are not counting anybody out ross perot's voters are 
unpredictable and his name could be on 50 presidential ballots also watch what happens in ohio michigan 
illinois and missouri the two parties have an almost equal share of electoral votes in the rest of the states 
which means the industrial middle west could decide this election and incidentally the republican emphasis 
on family values has great appeal in those industrial midwestern states two other things no one has ever 
been elected president without winning the new hampshire presidential primary bill clinton lost the new 
hampshire primary this year so he can't win point two no president has ever been re-elected with negative 
ratings over 50 percent this close to an election president bush's latest negative ratings is over 50 percent so 
he can't win either well having settled that i'm off on vacation i'll see you all when i get back thanks john and 
have a good time bill clinton was concentrating on the campaign today in the south john dancy is traveling 
with the democratic candidate clinton was home in arkansas today teary-eyed at his reception by his state's 
democratic convention but still savoring his bus tour across the neighboring state of texas [Music] clinton is 
trying to revitalize democrats past and present texas hispanics 25 of the population traditionally vote 
democratic they are an essential base we're going to win 
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to win texas and we're going to win the white house this year here's why democrats believe that corsicana 
texas one stop on clinton's tour ron blackwell is a restaurant owner seven's the main drag here and there's 
probably 40 or 50 businesses that have closed just in the last say four or five years david fondren is a 
teacher they just shut down a plant uh just a couple days ago a gypsum plant we've lost wolf brand chile we 
lost hager slacks used tools you name it we've lost it there's not much going on there is a huge pool of 
economic anger in these small towns and clinton is trying to exploit it the census figures literally show that 
two-thirds of our people are working longer for less money than they were making 10 years ago is that true 
here that gets to people like david fondren i voted republican i voted for uh reagan and bush the first time 
and i don't know this time i just don't know if the town can stand for more years the way it is in the heart of 


america clinton is finding the hurt of america hard times the great imponderable of this campaign is whether 
this will translate to votes in november john dancer nbc news with the clinton campaign in athens texas 
meanwhile vice president dan quayle is pursuing the votes of people with basic beliefs church on sunday 
sports for young people conservative lifestyles tom pettit is following the vice president vice president quayle 
campaigned today at the little league world series in williamsport pennsylvania little league is important to 
dan quayle's view of america we had saturday night basketball friday night uh football we had church on 
sunday little league quail also likes working obscure small towns in the south this is my kind of country uh 
that the people here to identify with what we've been talking about to talk to people talk to a lot of people who 
are not expecting to see us 
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are not expecting to see us [Music] the first baptist church of lakeland florida this is a typical sunday for the 
quail family church on sunday every sunday ocala florida a quail campaign stop begins to resemble disney 
world main street the crowd's predominantly white the quail official says he has been in many ghetto areas 
but hasn't been there lately because there aren't many republican votes there tuesday north carolina by train 
no dirty city no urban decay no problem quail said high point reminded him of his hometown in indiana why is 
quail avoiding the big cities the strategy is keep him away from places he can do harm the challenge before 
us in this presidential campaign is is to give a vision of the future right now he is presenting his vision to the 
america of the past small town america tom pettitt nbc news washington 


END 


